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HILITES 
Carols by Candlelight, 12/11 

Church Council, 12/13 

Open-Air Market, 12/17 

January Newsletter Deadline, 12/19 

1st Day of Winter, 12/21 

Christmas Eve Worship services, 12/24  
(see calendar) 

Christmas Day, 12/25  
Service streamed via Facebook 

New Year’s Eve, 12/31 – No Service 

Special dates in January 2023 

New Year’s Day, January 1 
Epiphany, January 6 
Baptism of the Lord, January 8 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, January 16 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25 



December 2022 2 “That’s the Spirit” 

…Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church 
6670 W. Cheyenne Avenue 
Las Vegas, NV 89108-4931 

(702) 645-1777  FAX (702) 645-8107 
E-Mail: info@holyspiritlasvegas.org 

Web site: 
http://www.holyspiritlasvegas.org 

ELCA: www.elca.org 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
Saturday Worship 

 Traditional 5:30pm 

Sunday Worship 

 Contemporary 8:30am 
 Traditional 11:00am 

OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday-Thursday 9am–3pm 
 Friday 9am–12pm 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor Jeremy Nausin 
Office Manager Loretta Block 
Bookkeeper Kimberly Nickerson 
Custodian Maddie Thompson 

Music Worship Leaders 
Contemporary Rick Arroyo 
Traditional Steven Wright 
Choir Director Clark Swenson 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Michele Anderson, Pres702 540-0637 
Hans Dettling, VP 360-701-2037 
Ann Taylor, Secty 702 823-3182 
Mark Myers, Treas 702 498-1901 
Sandy Hughes 702 641-8515 
Eric Morrison 702 645-1515 
JoAnn Nance 702 234-4895 
Karen Pettit 702-417-4607 
Thaddeus Nance Youth Rep 
Kris Bechtold Recording Secretary 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor/Layout: 

Jackie Hopkey – 702 255-9042 
E-Mail: jackolynh@aol.com 

Proof: Ruth Ann Isaacs, Loretta Block 

Angels Corner 
We are all angels with 
only one wing. We can 
only fly while 
embracing each other. 

—Luciano de Crescenzo 

Thanks… 
… to everyone who attended 
Pastor Jeremy’s 
Appreciation/Birthday 
celebration to show him how 
much he’s loved… 

… to Michele Anderson-Beck 
for all she does for HSLC: 
Council President, Audio Tech 
at 8:30a worship, coordinating 
the Harvest Festival, and much 
more… 

… to ALL the Harvest Festival 
volunteers, including Pastor 
Jeremy and Terry West for 
grilling the hot dogs and Kevin 
Cannon for taking the photos of 
our guests… 

… to Erin Nausin for sharing her 
creativity on Constant Contact… 

… to The Fellowship Team for 
hosting the “Celebration of 
Life” receptions; the delicious 
Advent breakfast and Gwen Jolls 
and the Children’s Ministry 
Team who organized crafts for 
Advent Sunday… 

… to everyone who walked the 
neighborhood and met out 
neighbors… 

… to Charlie & Norma Kesling 
for counting our offerings the 
month of November… 

… to Clark Swenson for 
coordinating the Faith Lutheran 
Praise Band who shared their 
musical talents and Christian 
testimonies with us… 

… to our Finance Team for 
working on the 2023 budget. 

… to all of you wonderful HSLC 
Helpers!! 
   Thank you so much for your 
expressions of sympathy and 
help getting thru so many of the 
details surrounding Jan's (Zak) 
passing and celebrating her life! 
Love to all, Leslie & Don 
 

JonJon Thompson 12/5 
Bill Foreman 12/6 
Darren Cleveland 12/7 
Rebecca Cleveland 12/7 
Debbie Metzger 12/9 
Patti Cassidy 12/10 
Carol Spitzer-Hanisch 12/10 
Jill Chenicek 12/11 
Randy Sims 12/14 
Naomi Nausin 12/15 
Andy Russo 12/15 
Terry Winkel 12/17 
Mary Kay Lein 12/19 
MiKayla Bell 12/20 
Don Cleveland 12/22 
Carol Foreman 12/24 
Merna Mobley 12/26 
Carol Townsend 12/26 
Lori Bruley 12/28 
Dan Mayer 12/29 
Cody Grange 12/30 

 
Mike & Gwen Jolls 12/5/87 
Rich & Linda Cohn 12/5/98 
Jim & Judy Caison 12/9/75 
Hans & Kerri Dettling  12/12/14 
Bill & Carol Foreman 12/15/12 
Mike & Penni Alexander 12/18/89 
Stan & Mirium Tsui 12/22/84  

Dove Tales, Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Pastor Jeremy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Are We Waiting For?  
“Be dressed for action and have 
your lamps lit; be like those who 
are waiting for their master to 
return from the wedding banquet, 
so that they may open the door for 
him as soon as he comes and 
knocks.  Blessed are those slaves 
whom the master finds alert when 
he comes; truly I tell you, he will 
fasten his belt and have them sit 
down to eat, and he will come and 
serve them.” 

-Luke 12:35-37 

race and Peace to you from God our Creator, 
Jesus Christ the Savior, and the Holy Spirit 
our Advocate still.  Amen.   

Advent is known as the season of waiting.  We sit 
in wait for the coming Lord’s birth.  We sit in wait 

in expectation of Emmanuel, 
“God with us.”    
Sometimes….it feels like we 
are waiting until we die to 
truly see the relationship of 
God with us on earth.  
Sometimes it appears that 
Christians are waiting till 
they get to heaven to engage 
in an active relationship with 
God through their neighbor.  

But I want to warn us against this kind of 
escapism and futile waiting.   

What if the “waiting” that we are called to 
observe, is an active reality and not just a 
command or activity of “doing nothing” in the 
meantime.  What if the “waiting” that Christ calls 
us to in Luke is both directing our hope to God’s 
ultimate promises in Christ Jesus of redemption 
and eternal life of which we can be certain.  And, 

directing us to engage that living hope and 
promise now in our everyday.   

The Gospel of Luke is centered on the declaration 
that God’s Love and Presence are with you, and 
once you have become a follower of God, our 
response is to join God today in living that out.  
That God’s love and presence in us, is meant to 
work through us, so that everyone may come to 
know the love and relationship that God has with 
each of us.  Luke challenges us to look past the 
tribal loyalties and human conflict to remember 
our greater purpose; to bring about the Kingdom 
of the God now, here.  The fulfillment of God’s 
love in us is to become congruent to that love and 
God’s ways in the world around us.  Asking 
ourselves what we expect from God, what we are 
waiting on, might give us a glimpse into who we 
believe God is right here, right now. 

What are we waiting for?  
Are we waiting for God to 
fix it or us?  Are we 
waiting for Jesus to come 
again to put right our 
world and our 
communities?  Have we 
become so hopeless in our world’s state, that we 
do not believe in the actual impact of God’s 
presence on the world today?  What if for this 
Advent Season we turned this question around: 
What is God waiting on us to do?  Maybe God is 
actually waiting on us in the whole “Emmanuel” 

equation.  This Advent 
Season, let us be on the 
lookout for opportunities we 
will have to actively join 
God’s Emmanuel.  Let us wait 
for our Master by doing what 
the Master would want us to 
do; to love one another, to 
care for the World in ways 
that God cares, and to join 
God in an active relationship 

through the love of neighbor and creation now!  
Today!  Amen.   
 

 

 

G 
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Council President

 
 

 
Michele Anderson Beck 
 
 

 
or children, there’s so much ‘magic’ in 
Christmas. For the youngest it’s all about 
Santa and some 

reindeer that fly him 
around the world giving 
gifts to all children.  In 
other Christmas stories, we 
read about other magical 
things - a magical train 
that is bound for the North 
Pole; a Grinch that steals all the things of 
Christmas; and even a talking snowman.  

As we grow older, we may see ourselves in each of 
the stories.  Hoping.  Wishing.  Believing.  Knowing 
the end of each story, that is so magical for our 
kids and grandkids - may be only full of sadness 
for ourselves during certain years.  A year of pain, a 
year of loss, or a year of change has a way of 
shading these stories for us as we scrape them 
under the carpet as the truth in our lives outweighs 
any magic possible.  We may feel too broken 
sometimes for even a story of Santa, flying 
reindeer or even a Grinch.  We know deep down, 
the magic in these stories isn’t the truth our hearts 
seek.  Maybe it’s because we are not seeking real 
truth. 

Have you looked in a manger recently? A dingy and 
dark barn with spiders 
draping every ceiling beam 
with their webs, lighted by a 
couple of waning candles.  
The back of a rough-hewn 
stall with a very worn ‘cradle’ 
of wood for animal food.  The uneven floor is 
almost slippery smooth - the animal urine, dirt 
and straw have all mixed together to create a 
texture like no other.  It smells. The door is forced 
open and an exhausted, very young and road-
dusty couple stumble in, desperately looking for 
the best spot of this unimaginable place to have 
their child.   

Joseph is doing his best in the circumstances - this 
is not what he had in mind, but he knows it’s 
almost time to face the music.  He looks at his wife 

- how can he possibly 
help her?  Mary is trying 
her hardest to be grateful 
for him and this barn, but 
she’s petrified and all she 
wants to do is get off her 
feet and bring this child 
into the world.  They look at each other - both with 
deep-telling tears in their eyes. 

Centuries ago, Jesus, Immanuel came in the 
morning to Mary, Joseph and to all of us.  This is 
the Christmas story we believe - this is the real 
truth.  It was hard, it was messy, it was painful, 
and it was a whole lot of change for Mary and 
Joseph but they did it with the grace and love of 
our Lord Jesus….and so can you.   God Bless us 
Everyone!  Merry Christmas! 

Gracious Lord, help us slow 
down this season to hear the 
Christmas truth; please fill us 
with the wonder of Mary, the 
obedience of Joseph, the joy of 
the angels, the eagerness of the 
shepherds, the determination of 
the magi and the peace of Jesus 
- fill our hearts with your love 
and healing - in your precious 
name, Amen. 

 

 
God came to earth in the Christmas birth  
 of a tiny baby boy,  
Whose life and death are redeeming us yet  
 with blessings, grace and joy. 
Our minds may know this history  
 but stand in awe at mystery. 
So faith becomes the way  
 to make our hearts like “manger hearts”  
 where Christ can dwell and God imparts  
 his wondrous love each day. 

—Peggy Ferrell 
 

F
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Worship & Music 

There is so much to look forward 
to in December, with Advent and 
Christmas; the Worship and Music 

Team has been busy at work planning for the 
upcoming weeks.   

This year, members of the congregation will be 
asked to share in the lighting of the Advent Wreath.  
(Our new Advent Wreath candles were purchased 
with the generous support of the Endowment 
Fund.)  Each week, someone from the congregation 
will share the prayer and will light the candle on 
behalf of the whole congregation.   

Speaking of the Advent 
Wreath, we thought it might 
be nice to know what the 
candle colors mean—besides 
being pretty to look at.  Purple 
has always been the 
traditional color for Advent.  
But it’s also the color for Lent.  
While both seasons are times 

of reflection, anticipation and a time for finding a 
renewed sense of devotion, in recent years blue has 
often been used during Advent to distinguish this 
season from Lent.   

For this reason, our Advent candles are blue, 
mostly.  There is also one pink and one white 
candle.  What do the different colors mean?   

The first week of Advent, we 
light the HOPE candle or Prophecy 
Candle in remembrance of the 
prophets who foretold the birth 
of Christ.  Week two we light the 

LOVE candle, or 
Bethlehem Candle as a reminder of 
the journey of Mary and Joseph to 
Bethlehem.  We also remember the 
love that God has for us in sending 
his Son and his commandment to 
share our love with all humankind.  

Week three we light the 
Shepherd Candle.  This pink candle 
reflects the JOY that comes with 
the arrival of the newborn child 
and the joy the shepherds felt 
when they found the baby Jesus in 

His manger bed. 
The fourth candle, or Angel’s 

Candle. is a symbol of our prayer 
for PEACE.  Remembering the 
angels’ message of “Peace on 

Earth”, we pray for peace in the world and peace in 
our hearts and homes. 

Finally, on Christmas Eve, we light the white 
CHRIST CANDLE, which represents the life of Christ.  
This candle is white for purity, reminding us of the 
sinless, pure life of Jesus.   

As we light the candles of the Advent Wreath, 
let’s reflect on the meanings of the candles, 
inspiring us during this sacred time.   

 
One final reminder, we hope you’ve marked 

December 11 at 6:30 on your calendars.  Carols by 
Candlelight will be our congregation's gift to all who 
attend.  We will listen to the 
prophecies and story of the 
Nativity and sing carols.  This year 
we have invited two guest artists to 
join us.  We hope that this will 
become an annual event and 
something that we can look 
forward to each year during the 
season of Advent. 

Clark Swenson 
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Children’s Ministry 
The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to 

adults through Christian Education and Fellowship. 

 don’t know where 2022 went but here we are 
again at one of my favorite times of the year.  I 
love the decorations, the Christmas carols, the 

food, the warmth and love people tend to show at 
this time of the year.  The most important thing to 
remember though is the REASON for all those things 

which is of 
course to 
celebrate that 
MOST precious 
gift that we all 
received on 
that first 

Christmas day.  The gift of our Savior Jesus Christ 
who came from heaven to earth to show us the way 
and to give us the gift of His love and life so we may 
live with Him in eternity.   

The Advent Breakfast on the first Sunday in 
Advent, November 27, was wonderful thanks to the 
Fellowship Team who made those yummy breakfast 
casseroles.  Children’s Ministry team hosted 
Advent/Christmas craft-making during the 
breakfast in the 
classroom lobby area.  
This is always a fun way 
to celebrate the beginning 
of our time of waiting for 
the celebration of Jesus’ 
birth on Christmas.  
Thank you to all the 
Children’s Ministry Team 
members who helped 
with the crafts and to all of you who participated in 
the craft-making.  Thank you, Fellowship Team, for 
a great breakfast!    

Mid-November, Clark Swenson, our Worship 
and Music Team leader began working with the 
Sunday School children during our Sunday School 
Opening time to teach them a special Christmas 

song.  The Sunday School 
children will be singing 
1- 2 songs that Clark is 
teaching them and 
practicing with them for 
the Family Worship on 
Christmas Eve.  

The Family Christmas Eve Worship Service will 
be at 4:00pm on Christmas Eve.  Please try to bring 
your children to Sunday School every Sunday until 
Christmas, if possible, so that they will have ample 

opportunity to learn the songs they will sing on 
Christmas Eve.  The children always look forward to 
participating in the Christmas Eve service and we 
are grateful for Clark for helping them prepare for 
this.   

Please let your child’s Sunday school teacher 
know if your child(ren) will not be attending the 
4:00pm Family Worship Service on Christmas Eve. 

 
Have a blessed and joyful 

Advent/Christmas season!  Enjoy all 
the wonderful “extra” things that 
we do this time of year that make 
this season so special as we 
remember the REASON for the 
Season.   

Gwen Jolls  
jolls.gwen@yahoo.com 

(702) 496-9463 (cell) 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students with 
Perfect Sunday School Attendance for the month of 

October 2022: 

Red Team 
Jason Caison 

Keilandx Spring 

Green Team 
Jayda Caison 
Zakia Clark 

Yellow Team 
Carolina Caison 

I

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
DECEMBER 25 and 
JANUARY 1,2023 

Resume January 8, 2023 
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Small Groups
 

 

 

Woman to Woman 

“This Advent, Be an Auntie” 

eing an auntie myself, the 
title of this article 
intrigued me. Many of the 

contributors to the Gather 
magazine are clergy as is Lisa A. 
Smith, the author of this 
article.  She begins by sharing it 
was Christmas morning when 
she found out she was pregnant 
with her first child.  She had not 
had time to savor the wonderful 
feeling.  She had a Christmas 
Day worship to lead!  I could 
feel her excitement as she 
waited for her husband to open 
the last box under the tree 
where he found the note — 
“You’re going to be a dad!”  

Rev. Smith shared how she 
wondered what the young Mary 
would have been feeling at the 
various stages of her 
pregnancy.  Mary is called 
Theotokos (or God-bearer) in 
the Eastern Orthodox tradition. 
Is it too much of a stretch to 
think that since we are all 
created in God’s image, any 
woman could be called a God-
bearer?  She does suggest that 
this does sound a bit holy, but 
also seems like a lot of work. 
After all, there is the nausea, 
the sore feet, the aching back, 
etc.  

Continuing, she reminds us 
about all the things we do 
during Advent preparing the 
celebration for our families.  
Finally, she shared a piece of 
advice from Shelly Wickstrom, 
Bishop of the Alaska Synod of 
the ELCA.  “When you are the 

auntie (or uncle or 
grandparent), you can’t rush 
the process.  Your job is to wait, 
pray, support and prepare.  And 
that’s basically the point of 
Advent.”  

As an auntie, I used to get 
caught in all the rush and 
bustle of trying to find just the 
right book for all the nieces, 
nephews, grand nieces and 
nephews.  I know the type of 
books to get for the youngest, 
but as they got older and I 
didn’t know their reading 
styles, I began sending gift 
cards with a postcard to send 

back telling 
me what 
book(s) they 
bought.  
Instead of 
getting 
caught up in 
all the rush 
of finding the 

right gift, we (me included) can 
wait, pray, hope, and prepare 
our hearts for the 
absolute best 
thing—the gift of 
God dwelling 
among us: 
unearned, 
unbidden, 
unexpected and 
unhurried.  

BE AN AUNTIE THIS YEAR.  
Yours in the Spirit, 

Judi Hempel 
storygirl1808@aol.com 

702-586-1547 
PS. If you find my articles from 
the Gather magazine of interest 
and think you might like to 
subscribe, I can get you started 
with the first year for $10.99. 
Contact me: 
storygirl1808@aol.com or 
702-586-1547. 

 
 

We hope everyone had a 
blessed Thanksgiving and safe 
travels.  We are approaching a 
very busy month where we 
share GOD'S blessings with 
those at Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth.  

There are now 50 
independent living places for 
the youth.  Last year they only 
had 20.  WOW!! NPHY has a 
wonderful organization that 
people and businesses support.  

We are 
expecting a 
wish list for 
Christmas 

gifts for 25 of the youth; 
another group is taking care of 
the other 25.  When we receive 
the list, we will pass it around 
so you can see if there is 
something you can help with.   

GOD bless all you do for 
them.  We pray there comes a 
time when there will be less 
homeless youth. 

I talked with Arash (the 
head of NPHY) and he 
announced we would be able to 
bring meals to the drop-in-
center starting in early 2023.  
We are 
certainly 
looking 
forward to 
sharing a meal 
and some 
conversation 
with the youth.  

GOD bless you all and  
Merry Christmas. 

Marcia Chapman 
W.I.T.S. 

B
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Maxwell’s Musings

“Christmas is a box of tree 
ornaments that have become 
part of the family.” 

—Charles M. Schulz 

re you gearing up for the upcoming busy holiday 
season?  Shopping for Christmas presents—“Do 
I or don’t I send Christmas cards this year?”—

trying new recipes—marking your calendar with 
church events?—family coming to visit—your family 
traveling to visit family?  Lives become so busy with 
all the “extracurriculars”, it’s easy to forget why we 
celebrate Christmas.  Take some time to ponder the 
season and remember the true meaning of Christmas. 

With that said, I received some news from Jim 
and Patti Cassidy to share with my readers. 

Most of you are aware Jim is heavily involved with 
the Lion’s Club International, collecting used 
eyeglasses and hearing aids which are donated to 
low-and middle-income countries where basic eye 
care services are lacking.  The Lion’s Club also 
recently began collecting old, used computers which 
are wiped clean, restored and offered to those who 
cannot afford a new computer.  If the computers are 
too-far gone, parts are salvaged to use in restoring 
those collected. 

Patti and Jim recently attended a Lions in Sight 
trip for two days in Merida, Mexico, where eye 

doctors wrote out prescriptions.  They helped 
distribute the glasses that had been collected.  The 
prescriptions were on the glasses, but they had to 
pick out several pairs to determine which 
prescription was the best fit for those receiving them.  

Patti shared that it was a great feeling to help 
these people - some who could hardly see at all.  They 
were so excited and thankful to get the glasses and be 
able to see.  Almost 1,000 people were served in two 
10- to 12-hour days.  There were five doctors, with 
seven individuals helping people choose glasses - all 
Lion’s and lots of local volunteers. 

After exhausting the glasses, the group enjoyed a 
couple days sightseeing in Chichén Itzá. 

So remember friends, when you purchase new eye 
glasses, donate your old ones to the Lion’s Club – you 
will be helping an underprivileged person see again.  
Jim has a donation box at the church where you may 
deposit your used glasses, also 
hearing aids.  

If you have a computer you want 
to donate, let Jim know so he can 
deliver it to the proper place for 
“restoration”. 

Merry Christmas, 

Maxwell 

 

A

Check-in and people waiting for 
glasses 

Their Team Leader 

Patti & Jim waiting for 
next client 

 

Group enjoying ice cream after full day Chichén Itzá Ancient Maya  
City of Chichén built 832-998 

They went swimming in Sacred 
Cenote water-filled sinkhole in 

limestone 40ft deep 
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Prayers of the Church & Finances

As we prepare 
for the fullness 
of Christ’s 
presence, we 

pray for a world that yearns for 
new hope. 

God of all, your children 
everywhere cry out for mercy. 
Awaken the global church to 
the urgent needs of our time. 
Break down your barriers of 
culture and custom and unite 
people of all faiths in your 
redemptive and healing work.  

God of wonder, the earth’s 
beauty and abundancies is your 
gift. Teach us your ways of 
sharing resources and caring 
for life. Guard fragile habitats, 
preserve the wild places, and 
protect endangered plants and 
animals.  

God of peace, you judge the 
nations. Beat our weapons into 

tools for serving the neighbor. 
Strengthen the resolve of all 
who work for an end to war. We 
pray for lasting peace in the 
world. We pray for the people 
of Ukraine and all who are 
troubled by war. 

God of lovingkindness, you 
desire fullness of life for 
everyone. Fill those who 
hunger. Comfort the grieving 
and attend to those near death. 
Bring help and hope to any who 
are sick or needing your care. 
especially:  Zoel Bastarache; 
Tim Beasley; Paul Campbell; 
Marcia Chapman; Jill 
Chenicek; Bill & Carol 
Foreman; Andy & Jill Franczak; 
Janet Hayden; and Robin 
Holman.   

Also in our prayers; Rich 
Hughes; Rena Jordan; Charlie 
& Norma Kesling; Jay Miers; 

Eric Morrison; Carol Rinta; 
Ray & Corey Schaefges;  Mary 
Torstenson; Nancy Wier; all 
fighting the coronavirus, and 
all who are on our Holy Spirit 
Prayer Chain. 

Eternal God, we pray today 
for all mourning the passing of 
Garnett Howard, the oldest 
member of our congregation; 
and Janet Burton. We pray for 
their families and friends.  
Grant them peace and comfort 
knowing their loved ones are in 
the arms of Jesus.  

God of our longing, you 
know our deepest needs.  By 
your Spirit gather our prayers 
and join them with the prayers 
of all your children. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. AMEN 
 
 

In recognition of All Saints’ Day in November, we remember in thanksgiving  
all those who have died in the past year.

Mary Abercrombie 
Derrick Bowens 
Gertrude Brown 
James L. Burris 
Janet Burton 
Kelley Collins 
Wayne Diboss 
Lou Dilda 
Denys Draper 
Brian Firth 
Lou Haugen 
Sandy Howard 

Helen Geraci 
Doris Gonzaga 
David Gould 
Shari Gritsavage 
Philip Hanisch 
Garnett Howard 
Don Kragenbrink 
Mary Lou 
Clare Levin 
Gaynell MacKay 
Alex Mariano 
Michael Monteverde 

Brian Metzger 
Terry Mikkelson 
Chip Mosher 
Linda Muth 
Bob Nance 
Kerry O’Connell 
Bob Patterson 
Roger Peterson 
Keith Quirk 
Robert Rafferty 
Mirium Sadri 
Josephine Sims 

Tim Smith 
Gail Speakman  
Bob Stockwell 
Steve Stockwell 
Rich Stephenson 
Ruth Swenson 
Kathy Templema 
Pam Womack 
Courtney Woodell 
Janet Zak 

 
 

FINANCIAL STANDINGS October 2022 Year-to-date 

Ministry Program/Debt Building Income $  37,103.72 $  330,563.66 
 

2021 Carryover -0- $       8,846.56 

Ministry Program/Debt Building Expenses $  38,235.86 $  343,384.05 

Difference $ -  1,132.14 $    -  3,973.83 
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Community Outreach

 
Senior Meals – Our faith 
and generosity at work 

very weekday Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church is one of 
the sites to provide meals 

to our seniors in our community. 
The other site is Living Hope 
Lutheran Church.  This is in 
conjunction with Lutheran Social 
Services of Nevada (LSSN) who is 
running the program through a 
grant from the state.   

We serve about 20-25 meals a 
day, and sometimes even more. 
And lately, we have run out of 
food.  The program is succeeding, 
and this shows us there is indeed 
a need in our community to 
provide these meal services for 
seniors. 

It provides an opportunity for 
them to get out of the house, 
come together, enjoy a well-
balanced meal and have a chat 
with other seniors.  These meals 
bring sought nutrition to them. 
Meals are prepared and cooked 
by the Culinary Academy of Las 

Vegas, one of the country’s 
leading non-profit hospitality 
training institutes here in town. 

Thanks to our relentless 
volunteer group who are 
members of Holy Spirit, we can 
provide these meals and services 
on a daily basis.  These 
volunteers show up every day 
with a smile, creating a 
welcoming and safe environment 
where seniors can eat, talk to 
each other, and have some fun! 

 

Apropos fun – twice a week 
we do BINGOcize.  LSSN provides 
a Bingo game with some physical 
activity as an important part of 
healthy aging.  They all stay after 
the meal for this, and they have 
lots of fun with it—they exercise 
and can win prizes! 

I want to share in part a letter 
I received recently from LSSN, 
Cherry Richardson, their Chief 
Program Officer: 

 

“It was nice meeting you and 
hearing the wonderful work you all 
do there. I was honored to have 
visited Holy Spirit, and discovered 
the dedication and devotion all the 
volunteers have for the Senior Meal 
program. Thank you for taking the 
lead in championing these 
wonderful volunteers.  

Our purpose for the program is 
to create an environment for 
Seniors to sit and enjoy a nutritious 
meal with each other. By having a 
wonderful volunteer crew such as 
yourselves, it does make it a more 
welcoming environment.” 

Our dedicated group of 
volunteers from Holy Spirit is 
awesome in their ability to 
provide these 
services here at 
our church on a 
daily basis with 
a smile.  This 
program 
continues our 
legacy here at 
Holy Spirit. 

Hans Dettling 

 
 

E

BINGOcize rep 
from LSSN 

Seniors playing 
BINGOcize 

Volunteers – Hans, 
Ruth Ann, Kathy, 
Dan, Sue, Audrey 
from LSSN 
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Community (continued from pg 10) 

evadans for the Common 
Good celebrated their 10-
year Anniversary on 

November 15, with 120 in 
attendance.  Holy Spirit 
Lutheran had four 
representatives present.  We 
shared some reflections on past 
successes, and honored two of 
our members who had passed 
away.  Two stories were shared 
about personal experiences in 
seeking affordable housing, one 
from our own Pastor Jeremy 
(read by Judi Hempel).  

Anna Eng, the Lead 
Organizer for NCG instructed 

the group in ways to build 
relevant power today.  One of 
the ways is to develop a strong 
Core Team in each institution; 
one that is diverse, relational, 
and teachable.  The goal would 
be to develop relationships that 
lead to action: “People 
Building”.  Two opportunities 
were presented: 1. Orientations 
to Organizing, to help 
strengthen or create Core 
Teams. (Anna, as well as other 
Leaders in NCG are available to 
assist with these meetings.)  2. 
Local Training, focusing on our 
institutions, is scheduled for 
February 24-26, 2023.  

Each of the 19 institutions 
present broke out into an 
individual caucus to discuss how 
they would like to get involved 
in the work of NCG.   Kris 
Bechtold has been attending 
housing meetings, Sandy 

Hughes has been attending 
meetings to discuss mental 
health needs and 
services/resources, and Judi 
Hempel has been working with 
the Friends of NCG Campaign.  If 
you are interested in learning 
more about any of the above-
mentioned opportunities, please 
contact any of those mentioned. 

Thank you 
for your 
interest in 
and support 
of Nevadans 
for the 
Common 
Good. 

Blessings, 

Sandy Hughes 702 326-7835 
sandydhughes196@gmail.com 

Kris Bechtold – 
krisbtd@yahoo.com 

Judi Hempel - 
storygirl1808@aol.com  

 
Remembering Janet Zak 
From your editor: We’ve lost so many of 
our members recently and one stuck in 
my mind because a few years ago she 
graciously shared a recipe for soup that 
she brought to Lenten Soup & Bread. 
There have been many versions of 
“Taco Soup” but this one Janet Zak 

shared is my favorite. Try it! I think you will like it too. 
Jackie 

TACO SOUP 
1 lb ground turkey or ground beef 
1 medium onion 
1 envelope Ranch dressing mix 
1 envelope taco seasoning mix (maybe 2-3 tbsp) 
1 can corn, undrained) 
1 can black beans, undrained 
1 can pinto beans, undrained 
1 can kidney beans, undrained 
2 cans diced tomatoes 
1 can chopped green chiles 
Brown meat and onions.  Add dressing mixes, 
corn, all beans, tomatoes and chiles –  
simmer for 30 minutes. (I put all my ingredients in 
a crockpot on low for several hours – so easy!) 
Condiments that go well with it include, shredded 
cheese, chopped lettuce, chips, fresh chopped 
tomatoes and chopped onions. 

 

N

Rediscovering Jesus at Christmas 
In Jesus Rediscovered, Malcolm Muggeridge 
reflects on visiting the Church of the Nativity, 
built over a Bethlehem grotto in A.D. 330. 
Beneath it, “a silver star marks the alleged precise 
spot where Christ was born.” Such shrines are 
common in the Holy Land, though most “are 
doubtless fraudulent,” he writes. Yet among 
Bethlehem visitors, “almost every face somehow 
lights up a little” as “Christ’s presence makes itself 
felt.” 
A humble earthly shrine reminds us that God’s Son 
arrived as a pauper, not a prince. “Behind all this 
there is a real man born, growing up, reaching 
maturity like other men,” Muggeridge writes, 
“trudging through this selfsame dust, and 
sheltering from this selfsame sun … this man in 
whose flesh God deigned to live and die.”  
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                           WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
                                DECEMBER 2022 

 TIMES DECEMBER 3/4 DECEMBER 10/11 DECEMBER 17/18 DECEMBER 24/25 DECEMBER 31 

 

5:30pm 
Jimmy & Nancy 

McDonald 
Scott Pratt 

Cindy White 
Janice Demaree 

Leslie Zak 
4p Allen & Jennifer 

Vaughn 
 

8:30am 
Keith & Jackie 

Hopkey 
Stanley & Mirium 

Tsui 
Jim & Patti 

Cassidy 
XX  

11:00am 
Jennie Zweifel 

Ann Taylor 
Allen & Jennifer  

Vaughn 
Daniel Vaughn 

Jeremiah Anderson 
7p Jimmy & Nancy  

McDonald 
 

       

AUDIO/TECH 
5:30pm Darin Franklin Mark Myers Don Cleveland XX  

8:30am Michele Anderson Michele Anderson Michele Anderson 
4/7p Stuart & Michele 

Anderson-Beck 
 

AUDIO/VIDEO 11:00am Jeremiah Anderson Jeremiah Anderson Jeremiah Anderson XX  

       

VIDEO TECH 8:30am Caroline Trunoske Thaddeus Nance Thaddeus Nance 4/7p Caroline Trunoske  

       

ASSISTING 
MINISTER 

5:30pm Faye Bastarache Don Cleveland Natalie Tyrrell 4p Judi Hempel  

8:30am Ruth Ann Isaacs Kris Bechtold Amy Trunoske xx  

11:00am Mark Middleton Ann Taylor Kathleen Cloutier 7p Sandy Hughes  
       

Prepare JoAnn Nance Mirium Tsui Patti Grange-Schill Faye Bastarache  

5:30pm Nancy McDonald Faye Bastarache Nancy McDonald 4p Loretta Block  

8:30am JoAnn Nance Mirium Tsui Patti Grange-Schill XX  

11:00am Jane Seum Kathleen Cloutier Jennifer Vaughn 7p Faye Bastarache  
       

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 & 11 Jan Myers/702 498-1902  8:30 Loretta Block/702 645-1777 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

DECEMBER 2022 LESSONS 
December 3/4  Second Weekend of Advent Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
December 10/11 Third Weekend of Advent Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
December 17/18 Fourth Weekend of Advent Isaiah 7:10-16; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
December 24 Christmas Eve Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
 

N
o

 S
e

rvice 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3

11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 10a Worship & Music
7p Narcotics Anon 7p Abundant Life Church   Team Meeting

4p Pastor Bible Study
5:30p Traditional
  Worship Service

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:30a Contemporary 11:15a Senior Meals 9:30a Army of One 9a Prayer Group 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 9a Tole Painters
  Worship Service 6p Nar-Anon 9:30a WITS 9:30a Pastor Bible Study 7p Narcotics Anon 7p Abundant Life Church 4p Pastor Bible Study
9:45a Sunday School 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 5:30p Traditional
11a Traditional 6p Executive Committee 6p Bell Choir   Worship Service
   Worship Service 6:30p Nar-Anon 7p Choir Rehearsal

3p Abundant Life Church

Second Sunday
of Advent

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:30a Contemporary 11:15am Senior Meals 9a-11a Sharing 9a Prayer Group 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 8-11a Open Air Market
  Worship Service 5p Geneology Writer's   with our Neighbors! 9:30a Pastor Bible 7p Narcotics Anon 7p Abundant Life Church 10a Craft Group
9:45a Sunday School    Group 9:30a Army of One   Study 4p Pastor Bible Study
11a Traditional 6p Geneology Group 9:30a WITS 11:15a Senior Meals 5:30p Traditional
   Worship Service 6p Nar-Anon 11:15a Senior Meals 6p Bell Choir   Worship Service

3p Abundant Life Church 6:30p Church Council 7p Choir Rehearsal
6:30p Carols by 6:30p Nar-Anon
   Candellight

Third Sunday
of Advent

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:30a Contemporary 11:15am Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 7p Abundant Life Church 4p Family Christmas
  Worship Service 6p Nar-Anon 6:30p Nar-Anon 6p Bell Choir 7p Narcotics Anon   Eve Worship
9:45a Sunday School 7p Choir Rehearsal 5:30p Music in the
11a Traditional    Middle
   Worship Service JANUARY 7p Blended

3p Abundant Life Church NEWSLETTER   Christmas Worship
DEADLINE

Fourth Sunday
of Advent

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10a Christmas Service OFFICE CLOSED 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 11:15a Senior Meals 7p Abundant Life Church NO WORSHIP
  (not on site - streamed 6p Nar-Anon 6:30p Nar-Anon 7p Narcotics Anon SERVICE
  thru FaceBook)

3p Abundant Life Church

December 2022
Holy Spirit Events & Activities

 

          The Lord is coming, always coming. …Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the Lord. " -Henry Nouwen

13 "That's the Spirit"
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FRUITCAKE (For people who don’t like fruitcake) 

 1 can pineapple chunks (1 pint, 4oz size) 8 eggs 
 1 jar Maraschino cherries (8 oz size) 3 3/4 cups flour 
 1 3/4 cups butter 1 teaspoon baking powder 
 2 cups sugar 1 teaspoon salt 
 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 2 cups chopped walnuts or pecans 

Drain pineapple and cherries; discard syrup. Cream butter and sugar; 
add eggs one at a time, beating well after each addition. Add vanilla. 
Sift together flour, baking powder and salt. Add to creamed mixture, 
beating until ingredients are combined. Fold in fruit and nuts. Turn 
into 2 well-greased loaf pans (9x5x2 inches). Bake at 325 degrees for 
1 hour and 15 minutes. Cool in pans. 

 
 

 Food for the Spirit 

 

At home in our hearts 
“All hearts come home for Christmas,” 
according to popular sentiment. But what 
if your heart (and/or home) is hurting or 
troubled? Does this season have room for 
people who are struggling? Does the 
holiday still have meaning? 

Yes, God’s word tells us. In fact, that’s 
why God sent Jesus, the Word, from his 
heavenly home to make “His dwelling 
among us” (John 1:14, NIV). As fully 
human, Jesus experienced loneliness and 
betrayal, loss and physical pain. He was 
rejected by loved ones, angered by 
corruption, and abandoned to die. But as 
fully God, Jesus provides answers, healing 
and hope. Through His resurrection 
(which first required an earthly birth), 
Jesus offers salvation to all who believe in 
Him. As we await the heavenly home that 
God’s Son is now preparing, we can 
welcome Him and His comforting 
promises, even into our hurting hearts. 
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